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HPS A nnual- Call for Volunteers
Ninni Jacob
It's not too early to start planning for the 2006
meeting!
We're looking for volunteers for the Local
Arrangements Committee. If you're interested, please
contact:
Ninni Jacob at ninni_jacob@brown.edu or (401)
863-1738, OR

leading scientists in physics, medicine, biology and
public health to work as volunteers on the expert
committees that produce [the council's] reports."
As a 26-year-old researcher at the National Bureau of
Standards, Mr. Taylor found out firsthand about
radiation exposure. He was calibrating clinical
radiation meters in an X-ray beam and forgot to replace
a lead panel, thereby receiving several minutes of
full-body exposure to radiation.
"He seemed to have suffered no ill effects," his son
Nelson Taylor said, noting his father's longevity. He
used the mishap to construct a portable
battery-operated meter to measure exposure rates.

Bob Scott at bscott@4scotts.net or (401) 322-0576.

Health Physics Pioneer Passes
Away at the Age of 102
Washington Post- Lauriston S. Taylor, 102, a
radiation physicist and a pioneer in the field of
radiation safety, died Nov. 26 at the Collington
Retirement Center in Mitchellville of Alzheimer's
disease. Except for a period of time overseas during
World War II, he lived in Bethesda from 1930 to
1990, when he moved to the retirement center.
Mr. Taylor joined the National Bureau of Standards
in 1927 as the first federal employee to work in the
rapidly growing area of X-ray applications in
medicine and other sciences. His work led to the
establishment of the first national standard for X-ray
exposure. For the next seven decades, he studied the
health effects of long-term exposure to low levels of
radiation and other issues of radiation science.
Taylor's work led to the first U.S. standard for X-ray
exposure.
He also was founder and for 48 years president of the
National Council on Radiation Protection and
Measurements.
"Lauriston Taylor combined a solid physics
background with amazing talents as an administrator
and politician," Thomas Tenforde, the council's
current president, said in a statement released by the
Bethesda-based organization. "He was able to attract

He also used the experience years later as a
government witness in a number of court cases
involving workers exposed to small amounts of
radiation. He argued that small doses were not
dangerous.
At a time when doctors, nurses and medical
technicians were badly burned by overdoses of
high-level X-ray radiation, Mr. Taylor became the
principal author of the first workplace radiation
standards, established by the Bureau of Standards in
1934.
"We didn't know anything really about body-organ
response to radiation," he told the Boston Globe in a
1994 interview. "The evidence we had wasn't very
much."
He also organized the U.S. Advisory Committee on
X-Ray and Radium Protection in 1929. His work with
these groups and with the Council on Radiation
Protection was integral to establishing definitive
standards for X-ray shielding and for safe X-ray
exposure limits for radiation workers and the public.
The teams of scientists that created the first atomic
bomb used the council's standards, which Mr. Taylor
helped develop.
Lauriston S. Taylor - known as Laurie - was born in
Brooklyn, N.Y., and grew up in Maplewood, N.J. As
a grade school student, he visited Thomas A. Edison at
his laboratory in nearby South Orange, N.J.
He attended the Stevens Institute of Technology in
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Hoboken, N.J., to study engineering but dropped out
after a year to earn money for tuition. He then
received a bachelor's degree from Cornell University
but left shortly before finishing his doctorate in
physics to join the Bureau of Standards.

Pensacola, Fla.; four stepdaughters, Christine O'Shiell
of Hilton Head, S.C., Carolyn Arthur of Woodlawn,
Calif.; and Cynthia Nagle and Constance Taylor, both
of Erie, Pa.; 18 grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren;
and two great-great-grandchildren.

In 1940, the National Defense Research Committee
commissioned Mr. Taylor to organize a new
proximity fuse for antiaircraft ammunition. The
British relied on the fuse to defend themselves
against German air raids.

[A special thanks to Costa Maletskos for submitting the
idea for this article about a truly remarkable man with
whom he worked. If you’d like to contribute a piece,
or even an idea for an article, contact the editor at
dlamay@mit.edu or (617) 253-4203.]

In 1943, he set up an operations research program for
the Army, first with the Army Air Forces' 8th Fighter
Command and then with the 9th. Based in England,
he was scientific adviser to Lt. Gen. Hoyt S.
Vandenberg. As the war ended, he became director of
the U.S. Continental Air Command's operations
research division.
He was awarded the Bronze Star and the Medal of
Freedom for his work with the military.
In 1946, he returned to the National Bureau of
Standards as chief of the X-ray section (where he was
known for his outlandish bow ties almost as much as
his scientific accomplishments). In 1948, he took a
year's leave of absence to organize and direct the U.S.
Atomic Energy Commission's biophysics branch. His
projects included early work on the long-range
evaluation of strontium 90 from nuclear fallout.
In 1962, he became associate director of the Bureau
of Standards, retiring in 1965. He then moved to the
National Academy of Sciences as special assistant to
the president and executive director of the academy's
advisory committee on emergency planning. He
retired from the National Academy of Sciences in
1972, while continuing as president of the National
Council on Radiation Protection until his third
retirement, in 1977. He also continued consulting and
writing until his late nineties. He wrote about 160
papers and all or part of 20 books, the last one at age
97.
Mr. Taylor's first wife, Azulah Walker Taylor, died in
1972. A son, Lauriston S. Taylor Jr., died in 1992.
Survivors include his wife of 31 years, Robeana
Taylor of Mitchellville; a son, Nelson Taylor of

New Members
If you know anyone who wants to join NECHPS, tell
him/her to visit the website (www.nechps.org) or
contact Tara Medich at 617-724-4578. Student
members are always welcome, and remember, student
membership is free!

Membership Dues
Members are reminded that you should pay your dues
as soon as possible to ensure that your membership
status remains in good standing. Dues are $10.00 per
year, however, a payment of $40.00 will earn you 5
years of Chapter membership.

New Address??
To change your address or contact information, visit
the NECHPS website at www.nechps.org. Up-to-date
information will ensure accurate entries for everyone
in the NECHPS Membership Directory.

RETS-REMP W orkshop
June 27-29, 2005
The 2005 Annual RETS/REMP Workshop will be held
in Wilmington, NC, from June 27-29, 2005. It will be
co-hosted by the Nuclear Utilities Meterological Users
Group (NUMUG). For more information, visit the
website at www.rets-remp.org, or contact Ken Sejkora
at ksejkor@entergy.com, or at 508-830-8469.
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February Meeting
Date:

February 3 rd, 2005

Location:

Newton Marriott, 2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02466

Topics:

Overview of the Energy Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program Act

Speaker:

Elizabeth Brackett, CHP

Time:

5:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Cost:

$35.00 Members, $40.00 Guests, and $25.00 Students

Menu:

Chicken Jambon (boneless breast filled with ham and provolone cheese) OR
Pan-roasted Atlantic Salmon (finished with apple cider maple glaze) AND

Registration/Cash Bar
Dinner
Guest Speaker

Choice of Salad; Chef’s Selection of Fresh Market Vegetables, Starch Rolls and Butter;
Dessert; Coffee, Herbal Teas, and Decaffeinated Coffee
To Register:
Mail registration to:
Ron Thurlow
21 Myrtle Avenue
Newburyport, MA 01950
or call to register: (603) 773-7438
or e-mail to register:ronald_thurlow@fpl.com
(be sure to indicate choice of entrees!)
Please note, you can make payment up to and including the night of the event (pay “at the door”);
however, no matter when you make payment, please register beforehand.

Directions:
Heading South on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 SOUTH to EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto RT 30
EAST. The hotel is .4 mile on the left.
Heading North on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 NORTH to EXIT 24 (immediately after the MBTA Exit). The exit sign will read “EXITS 23,
24, 25. After EXIT 25, take EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto Route 30
East. The hotel is .3 mile on the left.

For additional information call the Newton Marriott at: (617) 969-1000
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DIRECTIONS TO NEWTON MARRIOT
2345 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02466

Directions
Heading South on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 SOUTH to EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto RT 30
EAST. The hotel is .4 mile on the left.
Heading North on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 NORTH to EXIT 24 (immediately after the MBTA Exit). The exit sign will read “EXITS 23,
24, 25. After EXIT 25, take EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto Route 30
East. The hotel is .3 mile on the left.

For additional information please call: (617) 969-1000.

