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Volunteers needed! Help us organize
the 2006 HPS Meeting in Providence!
As many of you know, the HPS Annual Meeting will
be held June 2006 in Providence. As the host
chapter, we are responsible for planning many of the
meeting details. The Local Arrangements Committee
(LAC) is looking for volunteers to help with the
numerous upcoming tasks. The LAC is comprised of
sub-committees, each having its own chair. We need
assistance with the following:
Publicity,
Receptions, Social Tours, Technical Tours, and the
Hospitality Suite.
This is our chance to shine for the national event –
you can help to make it one of the best we’ve ever
had. For more information on the committees or to
volunteer, please contact:
Ninni Jacob at ninni_jacob@brown.edu or (401)
863-1738, OR
Bob Scott at bscott@4scotts.net or (401) 322-0576.

Brian Dodd to Speak at October
Joint Meeting with CCHPS
Submitted By Mike Whalen

[Mike submitted a biographical sketch of Mr. Dodd
to provide background about our October speaker.]
Originally from the U.K., where he worked at
Imperial College and the Royal Naval College in
Greenwich, Brian Dodd and his family moved to the
USA in 1978, taking up citizenship in 1993. Until
February 2004, Dr. Dodd was Head of the
International Atomic Energy Agency's Radiation
Source Safety and Security Unit, managing the
IAEA's efforts in dealing with orphan sources and the
potential use of radioactive sources for radiological
terrorism. He is currently 'retired' from the managerial
burdens of work, but is still pursuing the technical
aspects as BDConsulting in Las Vegas. Prior to
joining the IAEA he was at Oregon State University
for 20 years, most recently as the Director of its
Radiation Center as well as a Professor of Health
Physics and Nuclear Engineering. Dr. Dodd has been

involved with the Health Physics Society for many
years, including terms of office on the Board of
Directors and as Treasurer. He is currently also
Treasurer of IRPA. His fields of expertise include
safety and security of radioactive sources,
transportation of radioactive material, emergency
response, training and research reactors.
[If you’d like to contribute a piece, or even an idea
for an article, contact the editor at dlamay@mit.edu
or (617) 253-4203.]

SUMME R SCHOOL 2005
Gonzaga University, Spokane Washington
July 4th – July 8th
Operational Health Physics:
Planning & Implementation
This year’s summer school was abbreviated by
one-half day due to the Monday holiday. The meet &
greet on the 4th of July moved to the fireworks at
Riverfront Park in the evening. Shall I say that the
program started off with a bang with the presentation
by John Auxier and David Waite?
Each day had a specific topic. The program for
Tuesday covered management and documentation.
Wednesday’s topic was Dosimetry & Hazards
Analysis. Thursday showcased the instrumentation &
measurement. The full day on Friday covered
Application of HP. At the close of each day’s formal
session a daily wrap-up and interactive session
followed. Though formal, the speakers did answer
questions throughout the sessions.
Evenings were spent with the informal presentation by
Herman Cember and G. Gough. The night out featured
a boat ride on the Spokane River with an on-board
barbecue. Accommodations at Gonzaga were lovelymodern dormitory styles with features such as pool
tables and kitchens with pass through windows.
My reason for attending is that as a future dean I
witnessed the gamut of the daily work involved in
keeping the summer school on pace. So, I plan for
2006.
Margaret E McCarthy,
Administrative Dean Summer School 2006

New England Chapter of the Health Physics Society Newsletter * Volume XXXXII No. 1 * September 2005

Enhancing the State Response
System - Part II of II

aftermath of terrorism or other public health
emergencies.”

By Tom O’Connell

“The mission of the National Bioterrorism Hospital
Preparedness Program is to ready hospitals and
supporting health care systems to deliver coordinated
and effective care to victims of terrorism and other
public health emergencies.“ (visit their website at
http://www.hrsa.gov/bioterrorism/ for more details)

[Part I of this piece appeared in the June Newsletter,
which is archived at the NECHPS website.]
Public Health and Medical Preparedness
Initiatives
There are two U.S. federal government agencies that
have taken the lead on the preparedness and response
activities being undertaken by state public health
agencies and the health care infrastructure. The two
agencies are the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA).
In CDC’s public health strategy for bioterrorism
preparedness2 has outlined strategic activities to
successfully accomplish the document’s critical
objectives. One of the critical objectives is State and
Local Preparedness and Response Support.
The monies available under the cooperative grants are
intended to upgrade and prepare state and local public
health agencies to respond to bioterrorism, outbreaks
of infectious diseases and other public health
emergencies. The CDC grants money requires that
the activities conducted within the CDC activities
crosscut with activities conducted under the grants
awarded to state from the HRSA side of the fence.
HRSA is an agency under the Department of Health
and Human Services. According to the HRSA
website:
“The Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) maintains programs and services that
safeguard the health and well being of millions of
Americans.”
“The goal of this program is to: aid state, territory,
and selected entities in improving the capacity of the
health care system (including hospitals, emergency
departments, outpatient facilities, EMS systems, and
poison control centers); and to respond to incidents
requiring mass immunization, isolation,
decontamination, diagnosis, and treatment in the

State public health agencies who have applied for and
been awarded the grants are required to accomplish
activities that hit the critical benchmarks in a number
of priority areas.
The following are the priority areas that have been
identified by the CDC3 that need to be addressed under
the five-year strategy to prepare for and develop the
resources and protocols to effectively respond to a
terror-related public health emergency.
1. Expand and Improve the Network of Active
Surveillance : proactive monitoring; illness trends; and
collaboration between local, state and federal
authorities (states will develop surveillance programs
for reportable diseases and will develop epidemiologic
response plans for the delivery of mass prophylaxis and
immunizations)
2. Sustained Prevention and Management: control
bioagents; develop vaccines; and scientific and
technical support in recovery programs (states will
develop the ability to execute public health
interventions)
3. Coordinated Public Health Emergency Preparedness/
Response: agency readiness; maintain a strategic
national stockpile (states will develop the ability to
train and prepare plans for the deployment of
stockpiles in response to an incident)
4. Qualified, Equipped and Integrated Laboratories:
expand the network of laboratories; develop methods
to screen/test critical agents; and improve laboratory
safety and security (states must develop capabilities to
provide rapid laboratory services and improve the
safety and security of the laboratory facilities)
5. Competent and Sustainable Workforce: increase the
types and numbers of response professionals; develop
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competency-based training; and maintain a trained
workforce (this is one of the most critical and
beneficial objectives for states in that it encourages
development of a competent, integrated workforce
that understands their roles and how one professional
category of the workforce augments another type of
profession)
There are a total of eleven areas that have been
identified. In addition to the five listed above the
other six are: Protected Workers and Workplaces;
Innovative, Relevant and Applied Research and
Evaluation; Timely, Accurate and Coordinated
Communications; Achieving Shared Goals Through
Partnerships; Integrated and Secure Information
Systems; and Creative and Effective Management
Services.
The state awardees of the HRSA National
Bioterrorism Hospital Preparedness initiative have a
very wide audience of agencies and organizations.
Here preparations are underway to develop response
capabilities not only in public health agencies but the
entire health care infrastructure. These include but
are not limited to mental health, veterinary care,
community health centers, first responders, hospitals
and medical professional organizations.
Consider the following HRSA priority areas to gain
a better understanding of how planning and
preparedness activities are being conducted by the
states that have been awarded these funds.
1. Administration: develop and maintain a financial
system to track expenditures to the priority areas;
expedite flow of funds to sub-recipients; and fund
hospitals and other partners
2. Surge Capacity: develop hospital bed capacity
(chemical/bio/radiological incident and acute
illness or trauma); create regional hospital
committees; develop interstate surge capacity;
development of special populations needs; support
poison control centers; and develop and enhance
community health center response roles and
community integration
3. Isolation Capacity: ensure all hospitals have
isolation capacity (for infectious disease control);
develop supplemental isolation capacity

4. Health Care Personnel: establish a response system
for health care deployment; develop and encourage
collaboration between the medical reserve corps,
metropolitan medical response systems, visiting
nurse associations and other agency deployments;
and health care personnel credentialing
5. Pharmaceutical Caches: establish regional plans for
Prophylaxis; plans to administer to emergency first
responders and families, hospitals and the general
community
6. Personal Protection and Decontamination: maintain
sufficient personal protective equipment; maintain
and develop portable and fixed decontamination
systems to protect the health care infrastructure
7. Communication and Information Technology:
establish secure and redundant communication
systems; develop communication capability across
emergency response organizations; and develop
response task forces
8. Emergency Medical Services: enhance statewide
mutual aid plan; upgrade EMS response capability
and protection; and develop mass casualty incident
capabilities.
There are other areas relating to preparedness, training
and exercising the workforce as well as the systems
that are in place and/or being established in order for
our nation to effectively respond to large-scale
incidents. Preparation to respond gives us the tools to
manage and mitigate an initial incident that appears on
the surface to be unmanageable.
Bibliography
1. Radiological Defense Manual, Department of
Defense, June 1977
2. A National Public Health Strategy for Terrorism
Preparedness and Response, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, March 2004
3. A National Public Health Strategy for Terrorism
Preparedness and Response 2003-2008, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, March 2004
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September Meeting
Date:

September 14th, 2005

Location:

Newton Marriott, 2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02466

Topics:

BEIR VII, Phase 2: Health Risks from Exposure to Low Levels of Ionizing Radiation

Speaker:

Richard Monson, Ph.D., Professor of Epidemiology, Harvard University Chairman, BEIR
VII, Phase 2

Time:

5:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Cost:

$40.00 Members, $50.00 Guests, and $10.00 Students

Menu:

Baked New England Scrod OR
Chicken Marsala AND

Registration/Cash Bar
Dinner
Guest Speaker

Caesar Salad; Chef’s Selection of Vegetables and Potato; Dessert Du Jour
To Register:
Mail registration to:
Mike Whalen, Jr.
10 MacLarnon Road
Salem, NH 03079
OR call (617) 427-2944 x2020
OR e-mail michael.whalen@state.ma.us
(be sure to indicate choice of entrees!)
Please note, you can make payment up to and including the night of the event (pay “at the
door”); however, no matter when you make payment, please register by September 9th.

Directions:
Heading South on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 SOUTH to EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto RT 30
EAST. The hotel is .4 mile on the left.
Heading North on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 NORTH to EXIT 24 (immediately after the MBTA Exit). The exit sign will read “EXITS 23,
24, 25. After EXIT 25, take EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto Route 30
East. The hotel is .3 mile on the left.

For additional information about the Newton Marriott call: (617) 969-1000.
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DIRECTIONS TO NEWTON MARRIOT
2345 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02466

Directions
Heading South on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 SOUTH to EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto RT 30
EAST. The hotel is .4 mile on the left.
Heading North on 128:
Take RT 128 / I-95 NORTH to EXIT 24 (immediately after the MBTA Exit). The exit sign will read “EXITS 23,
24, 25. After EXIT 25, take EXIT 24 (RT 30 Newton/Wayland). Turn right at the top of the ramp onto Route 30
East. The hotel is .3 mile on the left.

For additional information about the Newton Marriott call: (617) 969-1000.
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October Meeting
Joint Meeting with the Connecticut Chapter of the HPS
Date:

October 18th , 2005

Location:

Public House, 295 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566

Topics:

The IAEA and the Control of Radioactive Sources
The talk includes a brief review of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and particularly
its role in the safety and security of radioactive sources. Then the rise of international concern with
respect to sources is traced, beginning with orphan source accidents, and more recently with
regard to the possible acquisition of sources for malicious purposes. International efforts to
remediate past problems and prevent future ones are outlined, including the role of the US in this
effort. The impact on the US of recent international developments to increase control over sources
is also discussed. Finally, possible roles for the Health Physics Society and its members in helping
the international community are proposed.

Speaker:

HPS President-elect Brain Dodd, Ph.D.

Time:

5:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Cost:

$35.00 Members, $45.00 Guests, and $10.00 Students

Menu:

Yankee Pot Roast OR
Filet of Salmon AND

Registration/Cash Bar
Dinner
Guest Speaker

New England Clam Chowder, Salad; Chef’s Selection of Vegetables and Potato;
Warm Apple Pie with Ice Cream
To Register: Mail registration to:
Mike Whalen, Jr.
10 MacLarnon Road
Salem, NH 03079
OR call (617) 427-2944 x2020
OR e-mail michael.whalen@state.ma.us
(be sure to indicate choice of entrees!)
Please note, you can make payment up to and including the night of the event (pay “at the door”);
however, no matter when you make payment, please register by October 13th .

Directions:
From the Mass Pike take exit 9 (I-84/US-20) towards HARTFORD/NEW YORK CITY. Merge onto I-84 W.
From I-84 W take exit 3B (US-20 W) towards BRIMFIELD. Merge onto US-20 W, then turn left at lights onto
Route-131 S/MAIN ST. The Publick House is at 295 MAIN ST.
For additional information about the Publick House call: (508) 347-3313 or visit their website at
http://www.publickhouse.com.
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DIRECTIONS TO PUBLICK HOUSE
295 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566

Directions
From the Mass Pike take exit 9 (I-84/US-20) towards HARTFORD/NEW YORK CITY. Merge onto I84 W. From I-84 W take exit 3B (US-20 W) towards BRIMFIELD. Merge onto US-20 W, then turn
left at lights onto Route-131 S/MAIN ST. The Publick House is at 295 MAIN ST.

For additional information about the Publick House call: (508) 347-3313 or visit
http://www.publickhouse.com

